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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****, [.]Jtradition perpetually, and not in pictures and in poems only, but in
tiles round the chimney-piece and in the hangings that kept out the draught. | had even created a dogma:
Because those imaginary people are created out of the deepest instinct of man, to be his measure and his
norm, whatever | can imagine those mouths speaking may be the nearest | can go to truth. When | listened they
seemed always to speak of one thing only: they, their loves, every incident of their lives, were steeped in the
supernatural. Could even Titian s Ariosto that | loved beyond other portraits, have its grave look, as if waiting
for some perfect final event, if the painters, before Titian, had not learned portraiture, while painting into the
corner of compositions, full of saints and Madonnas, their kneeling patrons? At seventeen years old | was
already an old-fashioned brass cannon full of shot, and nothing kept me from going off but a doubt as to my
capacity to shoot straight. Ill | was not an industrious student and knew only what | had found by accident, and
I had found nothing | cared for after Titian--and Titian | knew chiefly from a copy of the supper of Emmaus in
Dublin--till Blake and the Pre-Raphaelites; and among my father s friends were no Pre-Raphaelites. Some
indeed had come to Bedford Park in the enthusiasm of the first building, and others to be near those that had.
There was Todhunter, a well-off man who had bought my father s pictures while my father was still Pre-
Raphaelite. Once a Dublin doctor he was a poetand a [.].
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