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Excerpt: . . . Executive Summary use of limited funds with an equitable distribution, and Overview assist bridge
owners in achieving their safety and One OF The PrIMAry gOAIS OF The U. S. mobility goals. transportation
community is to improve safety on the nations roadways. In response to that goal, Federal, A 10-member team
was formed to study european State, and local transportation agencies consider the bridge inspection
practices, specifically those related to inspection of the countrys nearly 600, 000 bridges vitally quality
assurance. This team consisted of three repre-important. These agencies invest significant funds in sentatives
from FHWA, four representatives from State bridge inspection activities each year. There is high departments of
transportation, a representative from the interest in making sure that the quality of the bridge national
Association of county engineers, a representa-inspection program is maintained at the highest level tive from
academia, and a structural engineering design and that funds are used as effectively as possible. consultant
who also served as the report facilitator. The scan was sponsored by FHWA, the American The national Bridge
Inspection Standards ( nBIS ) were Association of State Highway and Transportation developed to establish
standards for a nationwide Officials ( AAShTO ), and the national cooperative bridge inspection program. The
intent of this program is highway research Program ( nchrP ). to monitor and document the condition of
bridges and enhance bridge safety. The January 2005 revision of the The team conducted a series of meetings
and site visits nBIS specifically requires State and Federal agencies to with representatives of...
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