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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1842 edition. Excerpt: . village, and the mechanic and labourer, all arrayed in their
best, all meeting on even ground, and all with that consciousness of independence and equality which breaks
down the pride of the rich, and rescues the poor from servility, envy, and discontent. If a morning salutation is
reciprocated, it is in a suppressed voice; and if, perchance, Nature, in some reckless urchin, burst forth in
laughter, My dear, you forget it s Sunday! is the ever ready reproof. Though every face wears a solemn aspect,
yet we once chanced to see even a deacon s muscles relaxed by the wit of a neighbour, and heard him allege, in
a half deprecating, half laughing voice, The squire is so droll that a body must laugh, though it be Sabbath-day.
The farmer s ample wagon and the little one-horse vehicle bring in all who reside at an inconvenient walking
distance; that is to say, in our riding community, half a mile from the church. It is a pleasing sight to those who
love to note the happy peculiarities of their own land, to see the farmer s daughters, blooming, intelligent, and
well bred, pouring out of these homely coaches with their nice white gowns, prunello shoes, Leghorn hats, fans,
and parasols, and the spruce young men with their plaited ruffles, blue coats, and yellow buttons. The whole
community meet as one religious family, to offer their devotions at the common altar. If there is an...
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