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should receive the greatest respect, and the unyielding support of all good citizens. The organic act, or
constitution, constitutes the basis upon which all the acts of the government are founded, and by which the
people connected with such government are induced to respect and sustain such acts. Many of the people may
not always and at all times approve of some of those acts, because their judgments or prejudices may be in
opposition; but as they have been enacted by that branch of government which was established by the
constitution, they adopt the necessity of compliance until they are repealed or modified in a legal and
constitutional manner. A government organized upon such a basis is supposed to be free from the charge of
tyranny, and the people are looked upon as being no other than freemen. The constitution being a compact,
made by and between the people, possesses therefore a mutual character, which is thus placed beyond the
control of the mere prejudices or even the interests of any part of the people, when the enforcement of such
prejudices or interests would be calculated to subvert the interests of the other part; and although a majority
may uphold such encroachments upon the rights of the minority, yet, if the constitution does not sustain such
majority, but, 011 the contrary, condemns its acts, the majority is bound to conform to the requirements of the
constitution as soon as those requirements are interpreted by the authority which the same constitution has
designated as the umpire and expounder of its provisions, between the government and people, and between
the...
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