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illustrated. 1896 edition. Excerpt: . .. port by the embarkation of the troops. The Frenchman, glad to find himself
alone in the church, took pains to make the clink of his spurs resound through the vaulted roof; he walked
noisily, and coughed, and spoke aloud to himself, hoping to inform the nuns, but especially the Sister at the
organ, that if the French soldiers were departing, one at least remained behind. Was this singular method of
communication heard and understood The general believed it was. In the Magnificat the organ seemed to give
an answer which came to him in the vibrations of the air. The soul of the nun floated towards him on the wings
of the notes she touched, quivering with the movements of the sound. The music burst forth with power; it
glorified the church. This hymn of joy, eonsecrated by the sublime liturgy of Roman Christianity to the uplifting
of the soul in presence of the splendors. of the ever-living God, became the utterance of a heart terrified at its
own happiness in presence of the splendors of a perishable love, which still lived, and came to move it once
more beyond the tomb where this woman had buried herself, to rise again the bride of Christ. The organ is
beyond all question the finest, the most daring, the most magnificent of the instruments created by human
genius. It is an orchestra in itself, from which a practised hand may demand all things; for it expresses...
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