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indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 Excerpt: .as legitimate concomitants of the last great winter of the ages; an
explanation suggested to me by the study of these strange remains in the light derived from the researches of
Professor Agassiz, on the existing glaciers of Switzerland; an explanation which, while it is in entire consonance
with all the known facts connected with the glaciation of the country, has the great advantage of requiring no
resort to-an arbitrary theory of submergence. 6. THE Snrrosnn Ernvarrron AND Dnranssron or THE CONTINENT
DURING rnn GLACIAL PERIOD. By Jomv B. PERRY, of Cambridge, Mass. MANY geologists suppose that there was
an extensive elevation of the northern part of America, at the close of the Tertiary Era. This they think was
necessary in order to the existence of the ice period, and of the phenomena peculiar to it. Instead of resorting to
a supposition of this kind, which is wholly unauthorized by positive evidence, I prefer to cling to facts, invoking
the aid of a series of astronomical occurrences, which, viewed not separately but in combination, appear to be
fully sufiicient for the production of this great winter of the ages. Among the facts referred to are, (1) variation
in the obliquity of the earth s axis to the plane of the ecliptic; (2) variation resulting from the advance of the
perihelion in connection with the precession of the equinoxes; and (3) variation in the eccentricity of the earth s
orbit around the A. 4. 4. s. voL....
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