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of development practice to the very heart of development mainstream' (Mikkelsen 2005: 58). Participatory
research can be seen as the methodological basis of participatory development. However, there is ongoing
debate on whom those methods inform - the instrumental practice of aid/ governmental agencies
('participation as means') or the local communities themselves, providing them with the means to conduct their
development ('participation as end'). This ambiguity is the main reason why a coherent definition of
participatory development and research does not exist. The notion 'participatory' is blurred and definitions
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insight into local life and needs. Chapter 2 of this paper will outline the different aspects of the concept and will
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