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Summary: Praise for The Twelve Tribes of Hattie "Piercing.Ms. Mathis writes with uncommon narrative
authority in The Twelve Tribes of Hattie , conjuring the lives of the Shepherd family with extraordinary
psychological precision.Ms. Mathis has a giD for imbuing her characters'' stories with an epic dimension that
recalls Toni Morrison''s writing, and her sense of time and place and family will remind some of Louise Erdrich,
but her elastic voice is thoroughly her own - both lyrical and unsparing, meditative and visceral, and capable of
giving the reader nearly complete access to her characters'' minds and hearts.Astonishingly powerful." --
Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times , "10 Favorite Books of 2012" "The opening pages of Ayana''s debut took
my breath away. I can''t remember when I read anything that moved me in quite this way, besides the work of
Toni Morrison." --Oprah Winfrey "Lush yet deliberate.elegant and sure.a complex and deeply humane story of a
mother''s ferocious love and failures at loving.In the vivid specificity of Mathis''s tale, she is telling a universal
story, and it is profoundly consoling." --Laura Collins-Hughes, The Boston Globe "Mathis never loses touch with
the geography and the changing national culture through which her characters move. The Twelve Tribes of
Hattie is infused with African Americans'' conflicted attitudes about the North and the South during the Great
Migration.In the long family arc that Mathis describes, the painful life of one remarkably resilient woman is
placed against the hopes and struggles of millions of African Americans who held this nation to its promise.One
of the best [novels] of 2012." --Ron Charles, The Washington Post "Raw and intimate.a brutal and poetic
allegory of a family beset by tribulations.Mathis tempers the more operatic elements...
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