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Xlibris Corporation, United States, 2008. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 150 mm. Language: English
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. On Wings of Hope - From Berlin to Caracas is set in Europe, the
Middle East, East Africa, and Venezuela. The book chronicles the adventures and misadventures of the family
and follows the life of young daughter Ruthmarie. Her father, James Goerke, though Aryan, is involved in anti-
Hitler activities and thrown into concentration camps on three different occasions. After his release the third
time, he is forbidden to exercise his trade. This proved to be the proverbial last straw that broke the camel s
back . He makes the decision to flee from the horror that was Germany in the 1930s. Goerke is 37 years old.
Priority number one is to look for a car, - though he doesn t know how to drive. A ten-year old Chevrolet
convertible coupe catches his eye and, because he can t afford anything better, he puts down the money. His is
a daring venture, to say the least. He packs his family of five into the car and they leave in the dark of night
because he doesn t dare inform the landlord, lest he in turn inform the authorities. On their way to a waiting
job in Afghanistan, they travel through Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Bulgaria, and Turkey. The all-too-
small car becomes home for many months. Along the way they overcome difficulties, problems and anti-
German sentiment, but nothing deters Goerke. He focuses only on the future and never laments leaving his
homeland. In Turkey their travels almost come to an end when he is offered a job to build a zoological garden
in Ankara. Within a few months the project is well underway. Unfortunately Kemal Pascha, the Head of...
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