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give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear. - [1
Peter, ch. iii, v.xv. This passage of scripture has not been selected so much for the purpose of confining my
remarks to the exact spirit of the passage, as for another purpose. Contrary to my custom, it will be used as a
motto in discussing an important and greatly controverted subject, viz: The Decrees of God. This doctrine, as
held by Presbyterians, has had, and still has, many bitter opponents, who, in the heat of debate, have accused
us of heresy, and of teaching the doctrines of devils. In opposition, however, to all railing and calumny, true
Presbyterians are firm believers in the doctrine of divine decrees, and it is hoped that they will remain steadfast
in the faith of their fathers, until the Lord changes the Bible. In giving reasons for our faith, instead of giving
railing for railing - as might easily be done - instead of using personalities and abusive language, | design, God
helping me, dispassionately to discuss the subject proposed, with the spirit of christian kindness and courtesy; in
other words, | will give an answer to every man that asketh a reason of the hope that is in me, with meekness
and fear, i.e. with the fear of God, but not of man, before me. | am now to vindicate the Decrees of God, and
show that the doctrine of the Presbyterian Church on this subject, is consonant with reason and revelation. For
the sake...
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